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1
Sources

Neue PreuBische Zeitung (Kreuzzeitung), 22 Sept. 1883, No. 221

The "Post" has gotten word that the mentally-ill criminals who escaped from the Dalldorf
insane asylum on September 15" had gone outside with their attendants to get some exercise.
As the four "wild men" were drinking a few beers with their attendants in a pub near the
asylum, they grabbed their mugs — probably according to a plan —threw them at the guards and
ran off.

Der Reichsbote, 9 Nov. 1883, No. 262

Among the 25 inmates on the "wild-man ward" of the Dalldorf insane asylum there are a few
real characters. The burglar Knauer keeps himself constantly busy by very craftily constructing
large model ships. And while his colleagues Wessel and Halsband engage in all sorts of
maschinations in order to stage an escape, the pickpocket Franke recently demonstrated his
nimbleness in a surprising way. Medical supervisor Dr. Ideler visited Franke in his cell, and
during the discussion F. was able to make off with the doctor's watch. Only as Dr. Ideler was
walking away did F., with a mischievous grin, return the stolen watch to him, whose absence he
had up to then not noticed.

Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 12 May 1884, No. 220

Yesterday around noon a detestable scheme carried out by five criminals housed by the city of
Berlin in the Maison de santé in Schoneberg placed the asylum at risk of being burnt down and
seriously endangered the lives of numerous people. A building in the rear section of the garden
houses 171 mentally-ill patients who have been transferred to the asylum by the city of Berlin.
Among them are five serious criminals, who seem to have been planning their escape for quite
some time now and who yesterday took steps to execute their diabolical plan. As the patients
were led into the cafeteria yesterday for lunch, the five succeeded in making off to the sleeping
quarters. Once there, they barricaded the door and set the beds on fire with matches that they
had secretly stowed away. Their absence was of course immediately noticed, but before
anybody could make their way into the blocked off dormitory, it was already engulfed in
flames. The criminals exploited the excitement caused by all of this to escape into the garden
using a rope made of bed sheets. Recognizing the danger, the director of the asylum rushed to
commandeer a large regiment of soldiers, who quickly responded to the call. With the help of
the military three of the criminals, who had thought to have already reached safety, were
caught and the flight of the other two was prevented. The other patients had been brought
outside in an orderly fashion, so that nobody was hurt. The fire in the dormitory was put out by
the fire department, which had been called from Berlin by telegraph.

'Transcribed by E.J. Engstrom



Neue PreuBische Zeitung (Kreuzzeitung), 9 Dec. 1884, No. 289

The insane asylum's administrative report for 1883/842 reports, among other things, on the
"wild men" in Dalldorf: Caring for the mentally-ill criminals became that much more difficult in
the past year, as no less than 18 mentally-ill criminals (15 men, 3 women) were admitted,
criminals who are serving harsh sentences and who have led criminal lives. Among them were
notorious burglars and thieves, whose presence in the asylum was felt all the more by the
doctors, as it is the practice of the asylum to afford its patients free treatment in the broadest
sense, its architecture being designed in accordance with this purpose. In addition to that, the
personnel of the asylum have been trained to care for the mentally-ill in a humane and, when
possible, familial way, and are not normally assigned to duties comparable to those of a prison
guard. The personnel are not up to the task of dealing with the criminal types that have
accumulated here, and over time they are being worn out by the weight of the arduous, often
dangerous work .... One should also add that these patients who have come into conflict with
the law are by no means simulating their illness. These so-called "wild-men" have been subject
to careful examination, which has confirmed without doubt that they are insane. As far as the
records for this year go, the majority of them suffer from an epileptic ailment that has been
recognized as the foundation of their mental disorder. These findings are in accordance with
those of the doctors at the Charité, who had examined the criminals before their transfer to the
asylum. The well-planned escapes that have often been carried out by these patients in no way
justify the conclusion that one is dealing with mentally stable criminals, as experience has
shown beyond doubt that mentally-ill people are capable of the same actions and even go
about them with a certain cleverness. These remarks sufficiently demonstrate that caring for
insane criminals, whom the asylum is no longer permitted to turn away, has brought about a
state of emergency in the asylum. Efforts to resolve this state of emergency are a constant
concern for the doctors and lead them to direct their time and energy towards tasks that hardly
have anything to do with caring for the mentally-ill. The asylum's curatorium? has taken this
issue into consideration and has urged the state to help resolve the difficulties.

2 Magistrat zu Berlin, "Bericht Uber die Verwaltung der Irrenanstalt der Stadt Berlin [1. April 1883 bis 31. Marz
1884]," Verwaltungsbericht des Magistrats zu Berlin (Berlin: Puttkamer & Mihlbrecht).

*The curatorium was a supervisory and administrative body responsible for the city's psychiatric institutions. On
the membership and the duties of the curatorium, see Carl Wilhelm Ideler, "Geschichtliche Entwickelung der
stadtischen Irrenpflege in Berlin," in Die stddtische Irren-Anstalt zu Dalldorf, ed. Magistrat zu Berlin (Berlin:
Springer, 1883), 3-52.



— Su Begug auf dle am 15 September aud ber
Srrenanftalt su Dallborf entiprungenen geiftestranien
Berbredher etfﬁbrt bie ,Poft” nod, bap bie vier ,wilden
Manner” mit ihren Wdrtern ind Freie gegangen waren,
um fi) Bewegung zn verjdaffen. IVdahrend nun bie
Qeiftedtranfen mit ihren IBartern in eimem nahe der
%nflalt belegenen Sdantlocal einine Glas Bier tranken,
erprifien die GeiftesEranfen, wahricdeinlidh nad) berher
i;etmﬁen»zt Wereinbarung die Seidel, wartfen biefe anf
fre MWhrter nnd {udhten davauf dasd MWeite.
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RWeinfabrt dpurdy Hellad” betifelt, pejdrichen hat.

B. N. Su ber ,¥Bifbe-MAuncr-Abteilung”
ber Srrenanfialt st Dallvori befinben fich unter
ben 25 Jnternierten einige Drigingle Der Ein
bredher Suouer befdditigt ficy upunterbroden mit
ber Aufertigung von grefien NModellen von See-
fhiffen, Die er in febr gefdiidter Feife juftanbe
bringt, und wibrend feine Kollegen Wajjel 1nbd

Haldband alle mdglider Manipulationen maden, |

wm Yudbritdhe in Seene au fepen, bat in legter
Jeit ber Tajdenbieh Fraufe einen Beweis femer
Stunerfertinfeit gelieiort, ber fiberraichend wirkte.
Ganitatdvat Dr. Sveler bejudte ben §. in feiner
Jelle und wdfrend der Unterrebung hatte ed der
. verftanden, bem Argt die Ubr gu entwenben.
Sft beim Meagehen dberreidhte §. mit ver-
{dmiter Miene Herrn . die geftoblene Whr,
welde diefer bid dabin nidt vermift hatte.
B. N, unanfgefldrter Zodedfall. Das
etioa 4 Wionate alte Kind eined in ber Brunnen:

Bheindin Aarclior aceMm ey Malinldaa?d € stetvane Tinsed  Sactse i




1 (Gin rudlojed Somplot) von fanf
Perbredbern, dle von der Stadt Berlin in  ber
Maison de santé in Sddneberg untergebradt
fin, bat geftern Tiittag_bie nftalt in Feunersde
?tfﬂﬁt gebradst und gablretdse enidenieben ernft:
i gefabrbet. Sn cinem im bintern Theil bed
Sartend belegenen Pavillon find 171 Keanfe untere
25radt, ble %&mmt[icﬁ ber Hinjiall vos oer Stadt
%}:ﬂln fbergeben find; umber ibmen befinben fid
finf Tgm:u erbreder, bl bereits felt
Iangerer Seit einen Fludtverjud ﬁlunt . Gaben
fdbclnen umd geftern Tittta t{m sfibrung 1bred
teuflif angelegten Planed pj tten. RI8 ble Jrren
geftern Miittag in_ben & ejaal gefibrt wurden,
gelang ¢3 Dden Finfen, nad bem Sdlaffaal ju
echappiren. Dort verramumelien fte fofort bie Thir
und fedten mit Streidboladen, die fie fid Belwiid
w verjbaffen gewuft, die Vedten in Brand. Jhre
Fludt war natdrlid foalel® bemertt worben, aber
nodh ehe man fid in e verjdlofienen Sdlafiaal
Gingang veridaffen Tonnte, ftand berfelbe bereits
in Bellen Flammen. Die Blerourdy Gervorgerufene
Mufregung benupten bdie Verbredver, um b an u-
f{ammengetnitpften Bettlalen aud bem Kenfter in
ben @arten herabjulafien. S Grlenntni der Se-
fabe [ieh ble Direftion ber Anftalt dlennight ein
aroferes  Detadement  vom Gifenbabnregiment
reauteiven, ba8 demt Rufe oudy fdomelle Folge
Teiftete. IRt Dilfe ded Tilttairs gclcm? 8 benn
auch, bret der Verbreder, bie fi fhon in Sidper-
Bett wabnten, wieber etmufangen und audy bie beidben
anbern mod rediiettig an ber Hludt Binbern.
Dic fibrigen Jrren waren imwijden it aller Sube
ing Grete gefubet worden, fo ba fie Teinerlel Ber-
Tepungen erlitten. Das Feuer im Sdlajfaal wurbe

| Feuerrebr bald geldidht.
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von ber aud Berlin telegrapbifd Dberbeigerufenen |
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1 Heber bie ,wilben Minner” in Dalldorf

et ber Perwaltungdbedht der Serenanflalt fir
‘1’3/34 1, a.¢ Die %ﬁtio% ¢ fiie die irven Berbredier gee
‘stm fih in bem ver oﬁgenen Sahre nm fo fdmieriger,

M bem alten Beftande nicht weniger ald I8 mit

;"mn Freiheitsfivaten belegte Geiftestrante ?15 Mannee,

“tien), bie ein verbrechertidied Borleben gel
‘ 3 befaben 1t

Whredee und Die
miSe HuRalt irrendrptlicherieltd nm o ihwerer empfune
i Uurbe, af8 biefelbe tm oeiteften Sinne eine frefe
xbbu"b[‘?“ﬂ threr Sranfen Wbt und audh in fheen baus
mf“ Ginridytungen biefem Jwede entipridit.

nt bof pas Warlperional eimer Srrenanfia

bt batten,

adbe nady bodh lediglich fiic dle Beanffidhigung nud
ﬁ"b’mc &ﬁumnhn ausgebilbet it S

Mntfmifigen  BPebandung  berfelben  verpflicitet
gn vt?gen Becbredyernaturen, mwie fie fdy hier

unter thnen beriichtigte | .
e, Derent Berbringung in bdie dieds | |

Hlerau | |
It wie
Wmer pow newem betont werdew muf, ber Satur

. unb mehr-au | ¢
anen und wombplidy familidven, ald au einer |7

angebduit baben iR bas Phefieitige BWanpoional midt
feadifen  unk be g;w;ﬂ:{:mf!zﬁm mal  juwecddif.
fen Blivter  eddaben mi Heir wabee bem
auireibenban und miwt felen gefdbiligem Dienlh . L.
Wi glavben an dicler Etelle bavanf bindenten aa folen,
bafs es fdh bei bieien mit bem Blraigeiek in Gonfliet geo
ratbenen Sranten Frinetwegd um Gimulation bandelte,
Diefe fogenannten wilden Winner® fiod jorghiitiger
Unteriudung auietae mit unyweidentizen geiftfyen Detect
vebaftete Jrve, bei benrew, foweit 3 Ry um ofe Wuf
nabme o3 versampenen Jahres bamdelte, jum groben
Lheil ein evileptiidies Leiden als Grundlage ibrer Srelens
fibrung erfannt werben tonnte, und wir beftaben und
in gleider Hnffafiung Aber diefelben mit ten Wevsten in
ber @baritee, benen fie sudy vor ibrer Eintieferung bier
felbft @egenfland der Ervlovation water. Die von dielen
Sranlen oft mit einem gemifjen Raifinement Lewertitellipe
ten Audbridie geftatien wm Jo weniger den €A, 2a
man eé mit geiftesgejunven BVerbredern gu thun babe,
até erfabrungdgemdp auds ungtweifelhait Geiftedfrante
pergleichen Dandlungen Vegehen und dabei mit einer ges
mifﬁm Shlauheit verfahver. Diele WMittheilungen bivje
fex genigen, um davsuibun, dab durdh bdie jeither nieht
absuiehuende Berpflequng der frren Bexbredger ein ernfter
mot%uftanb fiir bte Ynttalt berbeigefihrt 111, deffen Beo
Hmpiung elne betanvige Sorge der Aerste 1t unt durdy
ben die tyrendvatlidhe Eha}igfe{t, nad) einer Ridtung bin
it Mnfprud) genommen wird, die fanm nod efwad mit
ber Jrrenpflege gu thun bat. Dad Suratorivm der fn.
ftalt bat biefe Hugelenenbeit nuablarfty im Suge Bebalten
und auf Yohalfe ber beregten Hebelltaude bei den Stuata.
Bebbryen gebrungen.
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